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Where to Publish

• Look at similar papers in 

your field (citations)

• Check the journals 

scope and guide to 

authors

• Look at the open/green 

access policy

• Discuss with colleagues 

what is the best fit
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What is OPEN ACCESS?

free, immediate, 

unrestricted, online 

access to peer-reviewed 

research and scholarly 

work

sharable (with attribution)

and fewer copyright and 

licensing restrictions
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Open Access is

• Applicable to journals, books, data

• Free to readers

• But, is NOT free to produce

– Costs still need to be covered

– Author’s may have to pay (APC)

• Available to ALL

– Getting out from behind paywalls

– Getting out from behind institutional subscriptions

• Is peer reviewed (it should be)

• Authors retain copyright 

– or at least use rights
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Why is Open Access important?

• Principle: 

making research freely available to everyone supports a greater 

global exchange of knowledge

• Traditional publishing is expensive, outmoded, exploitative.

• Move from a for-profit business model to a cost recovery 

model.

• Research funded with public $$ should be available to the 

public.
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Benefits to you

• OA articles are easy to find with web search tools

• readers           citations

– Don’t believe me about the citations, check this out 

http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html

• People who don’t have access to university libraries can read your 

work 

– students, practitioners, independent researchers, citizen scientists, 

researchers in developing countries

• Retain control of your academic property 

http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html
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And, you might not have a choice

Mandated access

Tri-Council funded research in peer-reviewed journal articles 

MUST be made open access within 12 month

– Publishing in an open access journal

– Or archiving in a repository

(not now as a student, but in your career after graduation)
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What if I don’t have any funding?

• Publish in a journal which allows self-deposit (Green open 
access)

• Find out if your hospital or research institution has licence 
agreements or ‘block grants’

• If not, Partner with institutions which have licence agreements 

• Find journals with Waivers

• Look out for special issues
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Repositories 

• cIRcle (UBC)

• Academia.edu

• Research Gate
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How to publish in an OA journal

• Just like any other journal!

• Submit online, through a 

website like OJS

• Requires providing some 

meta-data

• And from there the process is 

the same



12

OA Journal Publishing

• Gold Open Access – publish in a (non-subscription) 

journal, pay APC and article is immediately available

• Hybrid Open Access – “pay to publish” and article is 

available through journal website

• Green Open Access – two versions:

– Self archive after embargo (12 – 48 months)

– Publish in a journal and article is immediately available, 

no cost to author
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MEGA Journal Model in Medicine/Biology

(gold open access)
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Wait, there is lots of info about open access journals…
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Good places to look for journals
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Liars & Scammers: 

give open access a bad name

HINTS

• Same editor, many journals

• No editorial board

• Unrealistic turnaround time

• Vague mission

• Poor grammar

• Unclear about APC

CHECK IT OUT

• Google it

• Ask a colleague

• Search the Library

• Check it out 

– SHERPA/Romeo

– DOAJ

– Scholarly Open
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ANY QUESTIONS?
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